ing the coat up the wrong way, feels like a little child in the lap
of the Eternal Feminine, and all resistance is beaten out of him.
By recalling to his memory the interlude of good living he had
under General Gordon, she imparts a new meaning to his life,
in place of the old one she had persuaded him to reject. The
last phase of the conversion of Brassbound comes when he blunders
on the secret of command, as Marchbanks stumbles over the
poet's secret. Brassbound, in imitation of Lady Cicely, proposes
to cast off the little bit of self from himself. He admits gladly
that Lady Cicely was made to be something better than the wife
of Black Paquilo.
Captain Brassbound, who before his conversion, is the embodiment
of vengeance, has his parallel in his uncle, who is the embodiment
of justice dissociated from mercy. Lady Cicely's conversion of
Brassbound from vengeance has its parallel in her conversion
of Sir Howard from justice. Similarly the fake-conversion of
Drinkwater by Rankin is contrasted with the real conversion of
Brassbound by Cicely. Here, once again, Shaw's belief in natural
goodness comes to the fore. So far about the inner action of
the play. The outer action consists of two parts: the fighting
scenes in the Moorish Castle; the farcical scenes in which Drink-
water is the central character. Drinkwater like Doolittle of Pyg-
malion, and Snobby Price in Major Barbara, is a rascal who is
not only an ironic by-product of civilization but also its critic.
His imagination, is fed on books with titles like Sweeny Todd,
the Demon Barber of London, the Skeleton Horseman etc. He
expresses his appreciation of the above works:
Drinkwater,
Ycr (hmno wot them books is to me, They
took me aht of the saw did reeyellities of
the Worterleoo Rowd* They formed maw
tnawnd; they shctowed me Mhink awgher
than the squalor of a corstefs law/.1
The stock fun of the play is either the bullying of Drinkwater by
others or the practical joke of giving him a bath in cold water;
or his ironical criticism of Christianity and the Empire.
1,   Captain BrassbountTs conversion, 327, he.
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